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its commodore should have an impartial inspection of the
stores carried out, in order to report any deficiency in
good time. The commodore snubbed him by saying
that he knew his own business best. No such investi-
gation was held, and consequently, after the fleet had
been a few days at sea, it was discovered that instead of
having nine months' provisions on board, there were only
stores for six months for the support of the colonists.

The Portuguese governor of Madeira was very civil
to the Scottish fleet, which, without any untoward incident,
reached the West India Islands and called at an islet
(one of the Virgin group, near Porto Rico) to decide on
its ultimate course. Here, by instruction, they opened
the last of their sealed orders, and found that they con-
tained instructions to steer for Golden Island, on the
Darien coast, off what is now known as Caledonia Bay.
On i November, 1698, the fleet anchored within half a
mile of Golden Island, and the next day there came on
board an Amerindian called Andreas, who asked their
intentions and professed himself a great friend of several
English privateers. He is described as having been of
small stature, but of dignified carriage, though only
dressed in a loose red coat, an old hat, and a pair of
white drawers. This man was very anxious to know
whether the leaders of the mysterious expedition were
friends of the Spaniard. " We made answer", wrote
the secretary of the expedition, "that we had no war
with any nation; that if the Spaniards did offer us no
affront or injury we had nothing to say to them; but
otherwise we would make open war with them," On
3 November the officers of the expedition and all the
emigrants landed and took formal possession of the
harbour of Acta, which they rechristened Caledonia Bay,